INTRODUCTION
interested in himself, he was also limitlessly curious about the
character, behaviour and opinions of others, and was, in his
own words, always 'studying human nature and making ex-
periments'. He had already cultivated the friendship of
numerous luminaries in the literary and academic circles of
Edinburgh, all of whom were much older than himself but
evidently found his company refreshing and congenial. Im-
mediately upon his arrival in London he set about meeting
'all the Literati' and anyone else whom he might find useful,
instructive or entertaining and whose acquaintance might,
by improving the quality of his own conversation and widen-
ing the range of his knowledge and experience, make himself
a more interesting man. Before many weeks had passed he
had called upon the Duke of Queensberry and the Countess
of Northumberland. He had met Robert Mylne, the archi-
tect; Charles Churchill, the poet; Oliver Goldsmith, *a
curious, odd, pedantic fellow with some genius'; and David
Garrick, with whose kindness and flattering attention he was
*quite in raptures'. He had been taken to the Beefsteak Club
where he drank wine and punch in plenty and sang a num-
ber of songs with a merry company that included John
Wilkes. He had spent many equally carefree evenings with
young men of his own age to whom he poured out his feel-
ings about his present, his past, his future, his career, his
needs, his character. He had gone to chop-houses, to coffee-
houses, and to the theatre where once his 'Scotch blood [so]
boiled with indignation' when two Highland officers were
abused by the rabble in the pit that he jumped up onto a
bench to swear violently at the demonstrators; and where,
on another occasion, waiting for the performance to begin,
he made a fool of himself by regaling the audience with his
imitations of a cow. He had also gone to church where he
surprised himself by 'laying plans for having a ;wpman' while
experiencing the 'most sincere feelings of rp^on'. He !"
wandered into St James's Park to pick up^rosti
engage with them in low' sexual activities. He had fa
love with an actress from whom he contracted gonorrhS
once more. Above all he had kept a journal,
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